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took advantage in the spring of 1902. The Nizam's
resources were at a low ebb, the loans extracted for famine
relief, half of which lay outside the territory administered
by his own Government, imposed on him a heavy and com-
plicated responsibility, and the revenue on which he had
the right to count from Berar was effectively cut off. At
such a moment not only of need, but of harassing uncer-
tainty lest worse might not befall, the Government of India
presented its proposals to the ruler whose situation had
aroused the sympathy and anxiety of the Secretary of State
in Whitehall. We cannot deny the astuteness of the diplo-
matic move, and if employed against an enemy it might have
been justified on the plea that " all is fair in war/1 But
in this case the protagonist was a friend, the oldest and
staunchest friend of the English in India, Britain's most
ancient ally I

That is why the arrangement of November, 1902, speciously
attractive on the pecuniary side, as it might well appear to
an embarrassed Prince seeking relief from his immediate
financial difficulties, cannot be accepted as a just and honour-
able settlement of a question that had presented itself in
many forms during half a century. It is obvious to the
dullest intelligence that the Nizam of the day was cajoled
or coerced into becoming a party to an arrangement that ail
his predecessors had repudiated. To have achieved a
triumph, to have attained an end, in such a way does not
comport with the dignity and high reputation of British rule
in India, and on the maintenance of which its permanence
depends. To snatch or sneak an advantage by such means
from a friend calls for unqualified condemnation and censure.

It will be said, no doubt, by those who uphold the arrange-
ment that in no other form could financial relief have been
extended to the Nizam and that his rejection of the terms
would have signified his being left empty-handed. More-
over there was the heavy responsibility of the loans, from
which the serious contingency of default could not be
eliminated. The Government of India held the whip hand,
but was it just to make use of it ? Its vindicators will
declare again that there was no other course*